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debasing influence of money (which is indeed the main theme 
and lends the book its title), and the vague encroachment upon 
the material world of those powers not yet accounted for in the 
dreams of our philosophy. So that the novel while it is larger 
and more significant than the current riovel, cannot yet claim to 
have reached in bulk and significance to the standards of the 
great novels of a past generation. 

Still, there are many things for which we are deeply grateful 
to Mrs. Steel as we lay her book down. One is that the stress 
upon the emotional side of life is not overemphasized. Another 
is the vividness and charm, amounting at moments to lyric 
rapture, with which she depicts the Welsh hills and that far- 
away island in the group of the Sporades. We get from her 
sentences the scent of the winds, the vision of the flower-covered 
floor of earth, the shifting clouds, the very touch of the soft 
air on the skin as well as a liberal feeling for action. We are set 
free from the trammels of the individual life with its purpose and 
passion, its thwarting and finality, and come to a fuller sense of 
life playing over into death, of death overlapping and covering 
life, of the part turning in the whole and the whole beneficently 
engulfing the part. 

Louise Collier Willcox. 



THE STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.* 

As Secretary Eoot well says in his prefatory paper to the first 
number of the " American Journal of International Law " : " The 
increase of popular control over national conduct, which marks 
the political development of our time, makes it constantly more 
important that the great body of the people in each country should 
have a just conception of their international rights and duties." 

Further on he says : " One of the chief obstacles to the peace- 
able adjustment of international controversies is the fact that 
the negotiator or arbitrator who yields any part of the extreme 
claims of his own country and concedes the reasonableness of any 
argument of the other side is quite likely to be violently con- 
demned by great numbers of his own countrymen who have never 
taken the pains to make themselves familiar with the merits of 

* " The American Journal of International Law." A Quarterly. Vol. T. 
First Quarter: The American Society of International Law. 
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the controversy, or have considered only the arguments on their 
own side." 

Mr. Boot here illumines with a single sentence a fundamental 
and, we may say, a constitutional weakness of our treaty-making 
power — a weakness that may easily become a menacing danger. 
Moreover, this danger is the more likely to be encountered the 
more intimate, and therefore complex, become our relations with 
foreign governments. And since it is inevitable that our interna- 
tional business shall increase, having already become of much 
greater moment than the f ramers of the Constitution, and Wash- 
ington himself, ever contemplated, it is of the utmost importance, 
to refer again to Secretary Boot's significant preface to the new 
Quarterly, that a sufficient number of our people ought to become 
so familiar with international law as " to lead and form public 
opinion in every community in our country upon all important 
international questions as they rise." 

The great difficulty with our conduct of international business is 
an utter disregard by powerful interested sections, or classes, of 
our international obligations, and of the rights and even the 
feelings of foreign countries. The diplomatic history of the 
country is full of incidents that indicate the difficulty not only of 
maintaining, but of establishing, fair and friendly relations 
between ourselves and foreign countries. We are not singular 
in this respect, for Great Britain sometimes discovers that the 
interests of a colony stand in the empire's way and prevent the 
consummation of an agreement which would be of great advan- 
tage to the whole, although, perhaps, it might be detrimental 
to the objecting colony. This powerlessness of the empire as 
against an interested colony was conspicuously demonstrated 
when Lord Salisbury was compelled by the Dominion govern- 
ment to withdraw from an agreement into which he had entered 
with Mr. Bayard. 

So difficult has it been to secure proper consideration of the 
rights of foreign powers that the policy of ratification by the 
Senate has been called in question, as treaties made by the au- 
thority of the United States are, as the supreme law of the 
land, superior to State laws ana even to State constitutions, the 
propriety of the Senate's participation in treaty-making can 
hardly be denied ; but Senators often act under popular influence, 
and this is natural and to be expected. At any rate, it is to be 
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reckoned with. The Senate thus destroyed the Olney-Pauncef ote 
treaty which provided for general arbitration between ourselves 
and Great Britain. Thus, the first Hay-Pauncefote treaty was 
defeated, as, subsequently, in its answer to the demand of the 
Gloucester fishermen, was the Hay-Bond treaty. 

It is only necessary to allude to these isolated instances, in 
order to emphasize the argument of Mr. Boot. When John Hay 
was on his way to London, to assume the office of Ambassador to 
the English court, he had reached the conclusion that the United 
States would never again make an important treaty. In one 
way, his conclusion has not been vindicated, but, in another, it 
has, for recent treaties have been mainly negotiated with the 
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, or the majority of its mem- 
bers, as parties to the negotiation. It will be readily seen, 
however, that negotiation, except on occasion, must be grievously 
hampered when one negotiator is faced by so many negotiators 
and objectors. 

The American Society of International Law has established its 
quarterly for the purpose of furnishing a body of literature on 
international questions in which the country is interested. In 
view of what has already been said, it is apparent that enlighten- 
ment is needed in this country, and that there is needed, even 
more, a self-restraint and a largeness of view with which, so far 
as international relations are concerned, a democracy is not 
blessed. The habit of mind which leads men to trust to experts 
matters in which their own interest is involved, is not yet ours; 
nor, especially, have we acquired any part of that fine spirit of 
international courtesy which would leave unquestioned to a 
foreign power any right which it might have acquired by a treaty 
with our government, even when we are surprised, and discon- 
tented, by learning, unexpectedly it may be, of the existence of 
the right. If the association succeeds in stimulating the proper 
international spirit, even among a comparatively small but in- 
fluential class, it will accomplish something that is desirable. 

The Quarterly is, in itself, and, in every way, admirable. 
Among its special articles is one of especial interest in the Calvo 
and Drago doctrine, defending the position of the United States 
against international debt-collecting, while editorials treat spe- 
cially of the Algeciras Conference; the Peace of the Marblehead; 
Mr. Roofs South- American Trip; the Newfoundland Fisheries; 

VOL. CLXXXIV. — NO. 613. 55 



ggg THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

the Nature of the Government in Cuba ; and the Japanese School 
Question. 

Very valuable features of the Quarterly are, a " Chronicle of 
International Events," " Public Documents relating to Interna- 
tional Law " and " Judicial Decisions involving Questions of 
International Law." 

In a supplement are contained copies of important interna- 
tional documents, including Serlor Drago's letter of 1902, to the 
Argentine Minister at Washington, a letter which contains the 
authoritative statement of his doctrine; the text of the agreement 
between England and France respecting Egypt and Morocco, and 
the convention between the two of 1904; the text of the Peace of 
Portsmouth; the Newfoundland Act of 1905; our own Immigra- 
tion Act of 1906; and the General Act of the Algeciras Con- 
ference. 

As the table of contents indicates, the Quarterly promises to 
be an international book of reference for the publicist, the student 
of international law and history, and for the writer on public 
questions. 

Henry Loomis Nelson. 



THE HOHENLOHE MEMOIRS.* 

The English publishers of the Memoirs of Prince Hohenlohe 
tell us that the translation is made from the first, unexpurgated, 
German edition, the book now selling in Germany being a second 
edition revised by order of the Emperor. It therefore shares the 
faults of the German edition — long-windedness and futile digres- 
sions — and has a full sufficiency of faults of its own, particularly 
in the spelling of German words. This last, as well as faults of 
proof-reading in the English text, may be due to the hasty prepara- 
tion of this translation, and may be forgiven, therefore, as they are 
not very serious. 

The German editor of the Memoirs, Priedrich Curtius, per- 
formed his task under the most difficult conditions possible. He 
had been engaged for the work by Prince Hohenlohe himself only 
a few short weeks before the latter's death. The Prince had dis- 
tinctly stated that the book was to be in the nature of a volume 
of memoirs, not a connected biography. It therefore became nee- 

* " Memoirs of Prince Chlodwig of Hohenlohe-Schillingsfuerst." New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 



